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Learning Goals

Recap of the Purim Story



Purim celebrates the salvation of the Jewish people, in the year 3405 
from Creation (356 bce), from Haman's plot "to destroy, kill and 

annihilate all the Jews, young and old, infants and women, in a single 
day." 

Haman was Prime Minister to the Persian emperor Achashveirosh, 
whose dominion extended from India to Ethiopia. Endorsed by 

Achashveirosh, Haman's decree sentenced the physical destruction of 
every single Jew on the face of the earth. 

While the sage Mordechai rallied the Jews to prayer and repentance, 
his cousin, Queen Esther, engineered Haman's downfall at a private 

wine-party to which she invited the king and the minister. She prevailed 
upon Achashveirosh to hang Haman and to issue a second decree, 

empowering the Jews to defend themselves against those who sought 
to destroy them. 

On the 13th of Adar -- the day selected by Haman’s pur (lottery) -- 
numerous battles were fought throughout the empire between the Jews 

and those who attempted to carry out Haman's decree (which was 
never actually revoked). The following day, Adar 14, became a day of 

feasting and rejoicing in celebration of the Jews' victory over their 
enemies. In the ancient walled capital, Shushan, where the battle went 

on for two days, the victory celebration was held on Adar 15. 
 

Mordechai and Esther instituted that these two days be observed for 
posterity as the festival of Purim -- Adar 15 in walled cities, and Adar 

14 in unwalled towns -- by public readings of the story of the miracle as 
recorded in the "Scroll of Esther," sending food portions to friends, 

giving gifts of money to the poor, and enjoying a festive meal 
accompanied with inebriating drink (recalling the fateful wine-party at 

which Esther turned Achashveirosh against Haman).

PURIM IN A NUTSHELL



 וְאֶת־פַּתְשֶׁ֣גֶן כְּתָֽב־הַ֠דָּת
 אֲשֶׁר־נִתַּ֨ן בְּשׁוּשָׁ֤ן לְהַשְׁמִידָם֙
 נָ֣תַן ל֔וֹ לְהַרְא֥וֹת אֶת־אֶסְתֵּ֖ר
 וּלְהַגִּ֣יד לָ֑הּ וּלְצַוּ֣וֹת עָלֶ֗יהָ
לָב֨וֹא אֶל־הַמֶּ֧לֶךְ לְהִֽתְחַנֶּן־ל֛וֹ
 וּלְבַקֵּ֥שׁ מִלְּפָנָ֖יו עַל־עַמָּֽהּ׃
 וַיָּב֖וֹא הֲתָ֑ךְ וַיַּגֵּ֣ד לְאֶסְתֵּ֔ר 
אֵ֖ת דִּבְרֵ֥י מָרְדֳּכָֽי׃

He also gave him the written text 
of the law that had been 

proclaimed in Shushan for their 
destruction. [He bade him] show 
it to Esther and inform her, and 
charge her to go to the king and 

to appeal to him and to plead 
with him for her people. When 
Hathach came and delivered 

Mordecai’s message to Esther,

THE DECREE OF 
ANNIHILATION

אמֶר אֶסְתֵּר֙ לַהֲתָ֔ךְ וַתְּצַוֵּ֖הוּ אֶֽל־מָרְדֳּכָֽי׃כָּל־עַבְדֵ֣י הַמֶּ֡לֶךְ וְעַם־מְדִינ֨וֹת
מֶּ֜לֶךְ יֽוֹדְעִ֗ים אֲשֶׁ֣ר כָּל־אִ֣ישׁ וְאִשָּׁ֡ה אֲשֶׁ֣ר יָבֽוֹא־אֶל־הַמֶּלֶךְ֩ אֶל־הֶחָצֵ֨ר
ימִ֜ית אֲשֶׁ֣ר לֹֽא־יִקָּרֵ֗א אַחַ֤ת דָּתוֹ֙ לְהָמִ֔ית לְ֠בַד מֵאֲשֶׁ֨ר יֽוֹשִׁיט־ל֥וֹ הַמֶּ֛לֶךְ
־שַׁרְבִ֥יט הַזָּהָ֖ב וְחָיָ֑ה וַאֲנִ֗י לֹ֤א נִקְרֵ֙אתי֙ לָב֣וֹא אֶל־הַמֶּ֔לֶךְ זֶ֖ה שְׁלוֹשִׁ֥ים

יֽוֹם׃
“All the king’s courtiers and the people of the king’s provinces 

know that if any person, man or woman, enters the king’s 
presence in the inner court without having been summoned, 

there is but one law for him—that he be put to death. Only if the 
king extends the golden scepter to him may he live. Now I have 

not been summoned to visit the king for the last thirty days.”



WHAT SHOULD MORDECHAI 
 SAY NEXT TO TRY AND 

CONVINCE ESTHER TO GO TO THE 
KING?

IF THE STAGE WAS YOURS WHAT 
WOULD BE YOUR MOTIVATIONAL 

SPEECH?



MORDECHAI'S EPIC 
RESPONSE

וַיֹּ֥אמֶר מָרְדֳּכַ֖י לְהָשִׁ֣יב אֶל־אֶסְתֵּ֑ר
 אַל־תְּדַמִּ֣י בְנַפְשֵׁ֔ךְ לְהִמָּלֵ֥ט
 בֵּית־הַמֶּ֖לֶךְ מִכָּל־הַיְּהוּדִֽים׃כִּ֣י

 אִם־הַחֲרֵ֣שׁ תַּחֲרִישִׁי֮ בָּעֵ֣ת הַזֹּאת֒
 רֶ֣וַח וְהַצָּלָ֞ה יַעֲמ֤וֹד לַיְּהוּדִים֙
 מִמָּק֣וֹם אַחֵ֔ר וְאַ֥תְּ וּבֵית־אָבִ֖יךְ
 תֹּאבֵ֑דוּ וּמִ֣י יוֹדֵ֔עַ אִם־לְעֵ֣ת כָּזֹ֔את

הִגַּ֖עַתְּ לַמַּלְכֽוּת׃

Mordecai had this message 
delivered to Esther: “Do not 

imagine that you, of all the Jews, 
will escape with your life by 

being in the king’s palace. On 
the contrary, if you keep silent in 
this crisis, relief and deliverance 

will come to the Jews from 
another quarter, while you and 
your father’s house will perish. 
And who knows, perhaps you 
have attained to royal position 

for just such a crisis.”

IF YOU WERE ESTHER, WOULD YOU GO TO 

THE KING AFTER THIS SPEECH?

WHAT WOULD YOU HAVE SAID 

DIFFERENTLY?



ESTHER RISKS IT ALL...

וַתֹּ֥אמֶר אֶסְתֵּ֖ר לְהָשִׁ֥יב אֶֽל־מָרְדֳּכָֽי׃
 לֵךְ֩ כְּנ֨וֹס אֶת־כָּל־הַיְּהוּדִ֜ים
 הַֽנִּמְצְאִ֣ים בְּשׁוּשָׁ֗ן וְצ֣וּמוּ עָ֠לַי
 וְאַל־תֹּאכְל֨וּ וְאַל־תִּשְׁתּ֜וּ שְׁלֹ֤שֶׁת
 יָמִים֙ לַ֣יְלָה וָי֔וֹם גַּם־אֲנִ֥י וְנַעֲרֹתַ֖י
 אָצ֣וּם כֵּ֑ן וּבְכֵ֞ן אָב֤וֹא אֶל־הַמֶּ֙לֶךְ֙
 אֲשֶׁ֣ר לֹֽא־כַדָּ֔ת וְכַאֲשֶׁ֥ר אָבַ֖דְתִּי
 אָבָֽדְתִּי׃ וַֽיַּעֲבֹ֖ר מָרְדֳּכָ֑י וַיַּ֕עַשׂ כְּכֹ֛ל
אֲשֶׁר־צִוְּתָ֥ה עָלָ֖יו אֶסְתֵּֽר׃

Then Esther sent back this 
answer to Mordecai:“ Go, 

assemble all the Jews who live 
in Shushan, and fast in my 

behalf; do not eat or drink for 
three days, night or day. I and 
my maidens will observe the 
same fast. Then I shall go to 

the king, though it is contrary 
to the law; and if I am to 
perish, I shall perish!”So 

Mordecai went about [the city] 
and did just as Esther had 

commanded him.



WHAT DID MORDECHAI REALLY SAY?

 וְאִם־הַחֲרֵשׁ֩ יַחֲרִ֨ישׁ לָ֥הּ
 אִישָׁהּ֮ מִיּ֣וֹם אֶל־יוֹם֒

וְהֵקִים֙ אֶת־כָּל־נְדָרֶ֔יהָ א֥וֹ
 אֶת־כָּל־אֱסָרֶ֖יהָ אֲשֶׁ֣ר
 עָלֶ֑יהָ הֵקִ֣ים אֹתָ֔ם
 כִּי־הֶחֱרִ֥שׁ לָ֖הּ בְּי֥וֹם

שָׁמְעֽוֹ׃

Bamidbar 30;15

כִּ֣י אִם־הַחֲרֵ֣שׁ תַּחֲרִישִׁי֮
Because if you keep silent

This line that Mordechai says to 
Esther only appears one other time 

in the entire Torah, its meaning 
however are penetrating 

And if her husband be 

silent to her from day 

to day [i.e., until it gets 

dark], then he has 

confirmed all of her 

vows or all of her 

bonds which are upon 

her. He has confirmed 

them for he was silent 

to her on the day of his 

hearing.

Can we decipher the hidden message?



SILENCE IS DEAFENING
There are 2 words the Torah commonly 

uses for silence: “ חרש ” and ” .”שתק 

 is used for both people and inanimate שתק 
objects. In the story of Jonah, he says “If 

you throw me into the water it will be ‘ שותק .
This implies a kind of still silence or 

lack of movement. 
 

 .the word is literally translated as deaf חרש
This word is only used to describe 

human silence. A human has the ability to 
plug his ears while inanimate objects 

can’t.

Sometimes, a MAYBE answer 
confirms to a yes or a no question

Do you think Esther could have answered 
maybe to Mordechai?



RASHI'S PEARLS OF WISDOM

Rashi- A 11th 
Century 

commentator 
on a plethora 
of Torah texts 
commented on 
the following 

verse

 HE SHALL ונשא את עונה
BEAR HER INIQUITY 
— He takes her place. 

We learn from here 
that he who makes 

another take a false 
step takes his place in 

respect to all 
punishments which he 

would incur (Sifrei 
Bamidbar 156:2).

 .ונשא את עונה
 .הוא נכנס תחתיה
 למדנו מכאן
 שהגורם תקלה
 לחבירו הוא נכנס
:תחתיו לכל עונשין



Affirm, Refute, Silence 

Breaking down the difference

A spouse has 3 options when the other spouse takes a vow that 
is harmful. Each one represents 

a different intention that results in a different outcome. 
Option #1 Affirm: “I think this is actually a good idea.” 

 Result – The vow is good. 
Option #2 Annul: “This is a really bad idea, lets save a lot of 

misery.” 
 Result – The vow is no good. 

Option #3 Silence: “I know this is a bad idea but I am going to let 
it happen anyway.” 

 Result – If she transgresses the vow, he is responsible.

According to the Torah, there are 3 options 
in regards to spousal vows and agreements

THE JEWISH PEOPLE ARE ASSIMILATING 
AT A RATE HIGHER THAN EVER.  WHAT 

IS YOUR RESPONSE

YES ~ NO ~ MAYBE




